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2. Claim 

A hand scanner system comprising a hand scanner for 
optically reading bar codes and for outputting data, and 
a hand-held state detector, provided on a grip head portion 
of said hand scanner, which detects whether said hand scanner 
is held in a hand and can shut off the power supply to said 
hand scanner. 

Fig. 1 is a side view showing an appearance of a hand 
scanner system. Numeral 1 designates a hand scanner, a grip 
head portion 2 of which has a mechanical switch 3, as a hand- 
held state detector embedded therein. The hand scanner 1 
contains an optical detector and a scanner circuit for 
controlling the optical detector. 

The switch 3 is provided with a movable lever 
controlling the on-off operation of contacts thereof. The 
movable lever is attached to a center part of a movable plate 
4 covering the grip head portion 2 of the hand scanner 1. 
The movable plate 4 is provided, on its opposite ends, with 
return spring mechanism 5 and 6. The switch is turned off 
when the movable lever is depressed. A cord 7 extends from 
the hand scanner 1 to a hand scanner power source provided in 
a data processing body (not shown). 

In the embodiment of the constructed as above, the grip 
portion of the hand scanner 1 is held by a hand when the hand 
scanner is used, so that the movable plate 4 provided at the 
grip head portion 2 is depressed by the hand and the switch 3 
is turned on. 

Though a mechanical switch is used as a hand-held state 
detector in the above embodiment, the invention is not 
limited thereto, and an optical switch or a touch switch, 
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etc., can be used. 
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